
ATTN: BOX ISSUE FEE 

PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 3180.0339 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Application of: 



Notice of Allowance Dated: 8/25/05 

Group Art Unit: 2826 
Examiner: T. Tran 



TSUYOSHI MATSUMURA ET AL. 

Application No.: 10/693,504 

Filed: October 27, 2003 

For: INSULATING TUBE 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

REQUEST FOR INITIALED FORM PTO/SB/08 

An Information Disclosure Statement was filed in this application on August 16, 
2005. In reviewing our file, we find that we have not received from your Office a copy 
of the Form PTO/SB/08 which would serve as acknowledgment of receipt of the 
Information Disclosure Statement and as an indication that the references were 
considered by the examiner. 

Copies of the Information Disclosure Statement, the Information Disclosure 
Citation on Form PTO/SB/08, and the postcard that was filed with the Information 
Disclosure Statement and was stamped by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to 
indicate receipt of the papers, are attached. 



The Examiner is respectfully requested either to send us a duplicate of the copy 
of the Form PTO/SB/08 or issue a Supplemental Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37) which 
both acknowledges receipt of the Information Disclosure Statement and the Information 
Disclosure Citation, and indicates that the references were considered by the Examiner. 

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this Request, please 
charge the fees to Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 





PLEASE STAMP TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THE FOLLOWING: 

In Re Application of: Tsuyoshi Matsumura et al. 

Serial No.: 10/693,504 Group Art Unit: 2826 

Filed: October 27, 2003 Examiner: TRAN, Tan N. 

Confirmation No. 3147 

For: INSULATING TUBE (As Amended) 



1 . Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR Section 1 .97(c) (2 pages) 

2. Form PTO/SB/08 (1 page) 

3. Copies of documents listed on SB/08 

Dated: August 16, 2005 (Due Date: N/A) 

Case Ref.: 03180.0339 

RVB/JPLanger - PLEASE RETURN TO M. Beach @ Mail Drop 818 
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PATENT 
Customer No. 22,852 
Attorney Docket No. 03180.0339 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 
Tsuyoshi Matsumura et al. 
Application No.: 10/693,504 
Filed: October 27, 2003 
For: INSULATING TUBE (As amended) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Group Art Unit: 2826 
Examiner: TRAN, Tan N. 

Confirmation No. 3147 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(c) 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(c), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents on the attached listing. This Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed after the events recited in Section 1.97(b) but, to the undersigned's knowledge, 
before the mailing date of either a Final action, Quayle action, or a Notice of Allowance. Under 
the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement includes a 
certification as specified by Section 1.97(e). 

Each document listed in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from the Japanese Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application, and this 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the mailing date of that 
communication. 

Copies of the listed foreign and non-patent literature documents are attached. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



In lieu of a statement of relevance or translation of the non-English documents, an 
English language version of a Notice for Grounds for Rejection from the Japanese Patent Office 
in a corresponding application citing these documents and setting forth the relevance thereof is 
enclosed. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art 
exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are material 
or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the documents as prior art against any 
claims in the application and Applicants determine that the cited documents do not constitute 
"prior art" under United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the office the 
relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the 
documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please charge the 
fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
\RRETJ &/DUNNER, L.L.P. 
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IDS Form PTO/SB/08: Substitute for form 1449A/PTO VX 
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Complete if Known 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 
Country Code 3 Number 4 Kind Code 5 (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, 
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or Relevant Figures 
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JP 08-083839 


03-26-1996 


Robert H. Havemann et al. 




Abstract 






JP 11-297827 


10-29-1999 


Yoshimori Masanori 




Abstract 






JP 05-021617 


01-29-1993 


Ichikawa Masaaki 




Abstract 






JP 10-284592 


10-23-1998 


Fukuda Seiichi 




Abstract 






JP 11-243145 


09-07-1999 


Keith J. Brankner et al. 




Abstract 

















NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


Translation 6 






Notice of Grounds for Rejection issued by the Japanese Patent Office for Japanese Patent Application 
Serial No. 2003-202486 and English translation thereof. 





























I Examiner 
I Signature 




Date 

Considered 


I 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



